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Fast Memories.

sr J. o. wniTTiER.

How thrills, once more, the
(If memory at tlie thought of thee!

Old Impe wbirh li.r in dust have lain.
Old Hrrams comethrongint; Inck again.

And bojhood lives in me;
I f el it slow upon mr cheek,

lu fullneu of the heart is mine,
A when I yearned to hear theo speak.

Or raised or doubtful eyes to thine,

I hrar txain thy low replies,
1 fcel Hiinearia within my own.

And timidly arain upriee
ThftfiUEid lid. of liasel oyea

With sott bruwn trease orerWwi;
And memoriae of nml Sumner eves.

Of moonlit wave and willowy way.
Of star and flower, and dewy leaves.

And dinilcs and tears more dear than they .

Kre tbi, thy quiet eye hath rmilod.
My picture of tt.y youth to we.

Wnrn ball a woman, hlf a child,
Thr very arlley-iief- S beguiled,

Audfuliy's't'tf seenied wi.e in me:
I, too, can riuie, wheu o'er that hour

The lightauf memory backward stream.
Yet feci, ibe while, that uianhi,od's power

Is vainer than my boyhood's dmain.

Years have pa?ed on. and lefttheir trace
Of a;rav-c- re and deeper thought.

And unto me thecaini, cold facta
Of n:ankiwl, and to tbee the grace

Of woman's pvusive beauty brought.
On life's rough blast, for bluoie and praise,

'1 lie school-boy'- s name has widely flown;
Tiiine, in the green and quiet ways

01 unobtrusive goodnots known.

And wider yet. in thought and deed.
Our (till diverging puiLe incline:

Thine, the Gencvau s tene-- t creed
Wiiile sunwerslo tuy fpinl's need

The Yorkshire peiv:iiit's simple line;
For thuc, tbo priestly rite ana prayer.

And holy day. and solemn ps.lm;
For me. the silent reverie, wbere

lh brethren gather, slow audcolm.
Yet bath tby spirit loft on me

An impress Tiniu has worn notout.
Ami some' bint; nt myself iu thee,
A shadow from the past, I see,

Lingering iu thy way about;
J nt wuollycau the heart uu learn

Tout lesson of its b ill jr hours,
5r jot has Tiinu's ilnl, footstep worn

lo common dust tbatpathut flowers.

11)5 Jf of

K. T.

July 2, 1859.

Grand Masonic Festival.
The 0f St. John's Day,

June 24th, 1809, was celebrated under the
auspices of Lawrence Liodge No. 6, A. F.
A. M.

The fraternity assembled at Masonic
Hall, at thirty minutes past one, P. M.,
when the procession preceded
by the L iwrence Cornet Band, proceeded
through the principal streets to the Uni-

tarian Church, where the exercises were
conducted in the following order:

Music by the Band.
Prayer by Rev. Chits. Reynolds, of the

. Episcopal Church of Liwronce.
Masonic Ode:
"Hail, mysterious, glorious science!

Inch to discord bids defiance
lltiiinony alono reigns here.

Come, lotus sine to llim that raised as
Kn ui i lie ri gged path tuat mazed us

To tho light ihat we revere."

Sung by a Quartette, of whom Mrs. Adams
and Mrs. Branscomb acquitted themselves
with great credit.

Music by the band.
L. S. Cornwall, Esq., Past Grand Mas

ter of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, then
delivered, in a clear voice and a chaste
and impressive style, the following

oration :

Worshipful Master, Brethren. La
dies and Gentlemen: It is a

honor anil high to be called
upon to stand up as the mouth-piec- e ot
so large and respectiible a portion of the
Brotherhood, as are here assembled, con
sequently I feel greatly embarrassed in
view of the resting upon
me.

To entertain an audience, of intelligent
ladies and gentlemen, a man must be ful-
ly conversant with the subject to be con-
sidered, as also of sufficient address and
fl'iency of speech, to entertain and inter-
est, in all ot which I feel ray
This being tho first time iu my life out-sM-

of a Lodge room, that I have pub
licly attempted to address an audience
upon this subjoct, hence my

fearing I may tread ujyon forbidden
ground, that I might reveal some of the
hidden things of Masonry.

But believing, as I do, that Freemas-
onry will boar close not
only its principles as known to the world,
but those taught behind the veil, theref-
ore, should I heedlessly communicate
some of our hidden teachings, I hope my
brethren will throw the mautle of charity

T it, aud attribute it to my zeal in try-
ing to convince the world at least of its

Kd effects.
Allow mo to inquire of my brethren,

wy are ye assembled here y ? Why
leave your usual avocation, your families
and hearth stones upon this occasion ?
" ny all this assembla. f trm fraliiriiitv
to perpetuate an institution whose object

nd aims should be met by the church of
the living God ? It is solemnly enjoined
upon the church to disnense charities, to
feheve distress, to comfort the sick and--

joe amicted. Pure and undefiled religion
is defined to be, visiting the widow and
'he orphan, and keeping uuspotted
mm the world. All the thin o!i are x- -

pected for the church to and
ue inference hy some might naturally be
rawn, tuat Masonry can but

mile good. This conclusion, however,
6ios out ot a very narrow view or Ma
sonry. It
ly a charitable institution ; and while I

ra ready to admit that on great object
01 1U organization is to relieve the dis- -

y"'"h 'rmirmUrnrfnnesL
mpassionate their miseries and restore

Fce to their troubled minds; yet, Ma- -

";v was ictituted for a higher, nobler
'u more glorious purpose that of

eaching the world to worship instead of
-- - me one only living and true Uod

1 am aware that thia ia assumttiir hist
fonnd ; but let us for a few momenta
go M tha facts, and trace the finger of

from its inception to the present day.
Masonry originated with that wise

lng of la-gel-. at the building of the
t Jewish Temple at Jerusalem in theywrof the worlJ 2993, a period when

J" nation, were Idolater, even tha Jewa,yw peculiar people people for whom' had Wronzht so mut wnnHarfnl mrl.

acles ; before whose eyes the waters of
'he sea had stood as walls npon the righi
hand and on the left : before and fnf
whom the smitten rock sent forth a liv- -

mg stream ; for whom quails and mann
were given for food in the wilderness ; ii"

the presence of whom the thundering
and lightning that played around thf
summit of Sinai were visible and audi
ble ; and to whom the moral law wa--

in which we find, written
ny the linger of God, "Thou shalt have no
other Gods before me."

all this, that peculiai
people were bowing down te false gods.
upon every hill top and under even
green tree. King Golomoo, tnari trt
whom Uod bad granted wisdom above
that of all other Kings, seeing the con- -

Utton of his countrymen, and beina de
sirous to bring them back to worship tht
only living and true God , instituted, ay

means to accomplish that end, Free
rnaaonry, "the science of morality, veiled
m allegory, illustrated by symbols,"
thereby laying a foundation for a univer- -

I language, spoken by everv
nation upon earth ; a platform npon which
men of every countrv, sect and opinion.
can and do unite; a system, by means ol
whicu be communicated great moral
truths to the craft employed in building
the temple through the impressive e

of symbols.
ibis boundless wisdom and benevo

lence extended beyond h's own king
dom and people, and men of other na
tions were tanghtto worship God through
the forms and ceremonies of Masonry.
See him addressing a letter to the Tyrian
tvmg, himself and h.s people idolaters,
asking aid of that king to erect a house
for the resting place of the Shekinah;
see that idolatrous King cheerfully ac
cepting and sending his workmen by
levies of dU.OGO at a time ; and tell me,
does it not present an anomolous specta-
cle, in the history of the
world? L pon what principle will you ac-

count for it, except the mysterious work-
ing of Providence? Hiram, King of Tyre,
entered upon the work with great zeal ;

he sent to King Solomon a master build-
er, a young man cf rare genius, whose
skill in architecture surpassed all others ;

and in the selection of that artist, we can
again clearly discern tho working of Prov-
idence ; in him was combined the blood
of both nations, his father being a Tyrian,
his mother a Jewess, thereby biting him

for those
great truths to both Jew and Gentile.

the building was so con-

structed, that while the Jews were wor-

shipping God in the inner apartments,
the pious gentilo was bowing down to the
same God in the outer courts, all done
through the system of for
none were permitted to engage in the
work, except those who would conform
to the moral teaching of the wise King of
Israel.

The Temple was seven years in bnild- -

ing, during which time 153,300 workmen
were instiucted in their duties to Uod.
Go with me one moment, and witness the
dedication of that edibco. See atJeiiisa
lent assembled, in tho vear of the world
3001, in tho month Tizri, at the feast of
Atonement, one of those great feasts that
brought every full grown Jew that was
able to perform the journey to Jeunalem;
observe the elders inspecting the inner
and outer courts; see that solemn process
sinn of Levitrs, bearing the ark of the
Lord, and depositing it in the sanctum
sanctorum; see King Solomon ascend the
brazen scaffold, stretch forth his hands to
heaven, and hear him ntter that solemn
invocation. After be was done, the Lord,
to show in the most signal manner posst
ble his acceptance of the work, sent down
fire from heaven and consumed the burnt
offeriti", and the glory of the Lord rested
between the wings of tho Cherubim, so
that tho priests could not remain in the
house, for the glory of the Lord tilled the
Lord's bouse. 1 bave alluded to that oc
casion merely to show the peculiar and
impressive attending the
inauguration of this system of moralttv,
and I ask von.my brethren, not to be bark- -

ward in tbe band ot bod
in all this.

Let me lead your minds to the chris
tian dispensation about 1,000 years after
the dediction of the temple by King
Salomon. For a number of years previous
to that memorable period, Masonry had
declined, and at that time was confined
to a small sect of the Jews called the

Among that sect was a

member of the fraternity, who was se-

lected bv God as the forerunner of tho
saviour of the world John the Baptist,
whose nativity we this day delight to
honor and celebrate. See him standing
upon the banks of the Jordan, pointing
his fellow-me- n to the lamb of trod, alone
worthy of worship ; aee him preparing
the way for the Messiah. In all this, Ma-

sonry had a great mission to perform.
hveu in bis day, tbe world was not pre-

pared to receive the great truths commu-
nicated to the fraternity at the building
of the temple ; and for these
great truths, you see his head in a char-
ger. See the other John, the beloved
disciple, who, at the advanced age of four
score years, consented to accept ine
Grand of Masons; and when
be became so old and feeble as to be una
ble to stand up and instruct hia hearers,
you find him sitting, and uttering these
true Masonic words, ' isretnren, love one--

anotber." See the parallel since their
time; all lodges are dedicated to them,
and a'l lodges hold in veneration the 24th
June and 27 th December, in memory of
their nativity. May we ever cherish
their memory, cultivate their virtues and
be obedient to their precepts.

From tbe foregoing facta we necessari- -

lv conclude that Masonry was instituted
for a high purpose, and will exist until j

its mission ia lulhlled. it stands to-d-

a proud monument of the wisdom and
omniscience of its great founder, hav-

ing stood for near 3,000 years against the
of wicked and designing

men of all ages. At times the Church
baa burled her anathemas against it, and

from her bosom men
whose virtuesand far exceed-

ed that of their Slates have
often attempted to crush it out. Even in
our own happy land, the fires of persecu-
tion have been kindled to an alarming ex-

tent. . whose talent conld
never carry them to honorable positions,
have obtained them upon their anti-M- a

sonic and bigoted ministers of
onr holy relit. nave tne crnsaae
against us. like the wicked Jewa perse
cuting the early Christians. Tet amidst
it all, Masonry, like the primitive Chnech,
baa come oat of the midst of

OF

like fine gold from the furnace, purified.
having taken deep root, and is now exer
cisiug a benign influence npon men ol
every country, sect and opinion. Aftei
all the machinations of a corrupt world
tgainst us, where stand our enemies?
Kingdoms and empires have passed away
Masonry still exists. Its persecutors oi
our own generation, where are they ? I'
dead, remembered only to bo pitied; r
living, known only to hang their heads
with shame.

What are the teachings of Masonry ?

The law of our institution
teaches us that a Mason is bound by his
tenure to obev the moral law that i". by
(he mere fact of hia being a Mason obliges
him to obey that law. What we mean
by tbe moral law, U that law given bv
God to Moses at Mount Sinai, written at
first upon tables of stone; which law has
been preserved from destruction by the
Masonic fraternity, in a mysterious man-
ner, that none but Masons know, from
the destruction of Jerusalem and all the
holy vessels of the Temple by

until the reigrr of Cyrus, King of
rersia.who gave ZerubbabeL tbe governor
of India, Joshua, the High Priest, and
tlagin, tbe Prophet, permission to as
semble at Jerusalem and form the first
Grand Masonic Council to adopt measures
for the rebuilding of the Temple. For
that long period not a copy of the law was
known to be in existence. The pious
Jews, in their captivity, instead of meet-
ing their priest to hear tlifi law read and

would assemble upon the sea
shore, and hang their harps upon the wil
lows. 1 hey could only remember their
God in song. And for that precaution of
the fraternity, the Christian Church to
day is indebted, in a great measure, for
its vitality. It teaches a Mason to be a
peaceable subject to tbe civil powers
wherever be resides; never to be concern
ed in plots and against the
peace and welfare of tbe nation; tbat Ma- -

suury has always been injured by war,
bloodshed and confusion. As individual
members of society, it teaches us to avoid
all licentious or vicious habit', the indul-
gence of which might lead us to abuse
the dignity of our profession. It teaches
us to regard the whole human species as
ons family, the high and low, the rich
and poor, who, created by one almighty
parent, and inhabitants of the same plan
et, are to aid, protect, and support each
other.

The first lesson we teach the initiate,
is to be a good man aid true; that truth
is a divine attribute; to always bo gov-

erned by its dictates; to exclude or avoid
hypocrisy and deceit; to let sincerity and
plaiu dealing distinguish his actions; to
let the heart and tongue join in promoting
each other's welfare, and rejoicing at each
others' prosperity. It also inculcates the
practice of the cardinal virtues Temper-
ance, 'Fortitude, Prudence and Justice.

These are the unalterable principles
and precepts of Masonry taught orally;
and in addition we bave ils
Symbolic teaching was the ancient mo.lo
of ideas. From the earliest
ages of tha world, language
was employed as tbo most easy and ef-

fective mode of perpetuating great events.
It has been God's peculiar method thus
to reveal himself to the world. Siie tbe
old patriarch Jacob, before he dies, as-

sembling bis iwelve sons together, and
revealing to them their characters and
destiny. To Reuben ha says, "Thou art
unstable as water." To Simeon and La-v- i,

to represent them as instruments of
cruelty, lie tells them, "in their self-wi- ll

they dig ed down a wall." Judah "is a
lion's whelp;" tbe scepter and law-givi-

should remain with him until Shilou come.
To Issachar he says, "lie is as a strong ass
croucbing down between two burthens."
Daniel is a serpent by the way, an adder
in the path. Xaphtalt "is a hind let
loose." Joseph "a fruitful vine." Thus
veiling their characters and destiny in
allegory. The Passover was an impor-
tant ceremony to the Israelites. The time
of killiug the Paschal lamb, four davs be
fore the full moon; the scape-goa- t, bear--
ing away the sins of tho people; the bra
zen serpent, raised in tbe camp, tbat tbe
poisoned Israelites might look and lire;
in fact, the whole Leviiical economy, was
represented by types and symbols. Eveu
our Saviour came, as the liou of the
tribe of Judab; a vine, bis disciples the
branches; a door; a living rock; tbe stone
which the builders rejected. He taught
his disciples in parables, allegory, and by
types. He tells the Church it is a city
set on a hill; it is also like a grain of
mustard seed. And in fact, without types
and symbols, taught he but little. The
ancient prophets foretold the destinies of
their own people and the na-

tions by the same impressive language.
Samuel rent bis mantle to denote Saul's
loss of tha kingdom;. Isaiah typified the
captivity of Egypt and Ethiopia by walk-
ing barefoot; Jeremiah the
destruction of the Jews by the break iug
of a potter's vessel; he foretold their cap-
tivity by by bands and
yokes; and Ezekiel foreshadowed their
restoration by the resurrection of dry
bones; the Jews, in their captivity, sym
bolized their despair by the silence of
their harps.

Hence the langnage of Masonry, from
its earliest period to the present time, is
of allegory and symbols. You see upon
our regalia, our banners, our altars, and
tbe walla of our secret Lodges, tools, tm
plements and figures most expressive, all
unfulding to us great moral truths. The
lamb-ski- or white apron, presented to the
initiate, is emblematic of innocence and
purity, which'be is charged to wear until
hia entrance to the Grand Lodge above,
and there present it, unspotted as when
he received iu

You aee two beautiful col-

umns or pillars, in of those
placed by King Solomon near the porch
of the Temple, placed there to commem-
orate God's dealing with his ancient peo-

ple while traveling 40 years in the wilder-Bes- s;

the pillar of cloud, that guided them
by day, and the pillar of fire, that gave
them light by night. ; Tbn the pious
Jew, in bis annual pilgrimage to Jerusa-
lem, upon beholding the Temple, with its
gorgeous also beheld these
mementoes of God' goodness and mercy
to hia fathers.

You discern also a ladder extending
from earth to heaven, the
ladder tbat the old Patriarch Jacob saw
in his vision, when fleeing from Beershe- -

ba to PadanAram, Fearing tbe violence
of hi brother Esau, be laid down at night,
with the cold atones of the earth for. hi
pillow, and in his dream he looked and
beheld a ladder extending from earth to
heaven, and the angels of God were as--

cending and descending npon it. The
fraternity use tbe figure of this vision to-

day, and will during the existence of the
order. The first principal round denoting
onr Faith in God; the second, Hope in

growing out of our faith in
God; and the topmost round is Charity.
Faith tho root, Hope the trunk, and
Charity tbe fruit. Our faith may be lost
in sight, our hope ends in fruition, but
charity extends beyond the grave, through
endless ages of eternity.

These are the doctrines tr.ugbt by Ma-

sonry, and this tbe manner of instruction.
Even more, God's Holy Book lies open.
continually upon our altar, whicn we
recognize as the great light of Masonry.
We dedicate it to God because it is bis
inestimable gift to mau. We endeavor to
make it tha rule of our faith and prac-
tice.

all this. I
is not religion. It is only the handmaid,
or avenue, leading to the gates of the ho-

ly city. It takes a man as tho rough
ashler, polUhes and adorns him, teaches
him that a reliance on Divine Providence
alone wilt fit and prepare him for the
Grand Lodge above. We take the ini-

tiate by tbe hand, conduct him along this
beautiful avenue; we show him, as an
entered apprentice, the ground-floo- r of our
mystic Temple, a beautiful mosaic pave-
ment, emblematical of human life,
chequered with good and evil, a tessel-ate- d

border it,
the comforts and blessiugs that surround
us; and a blazing star in the centre of the
pavement, Deity, upon whom
he is taught to feel bis for
those blessings and comforts that surround
him. As a fellow-craf- t, we show him
tho beautiful proportions of our system,
leading him up the flight of narrow stairs,
where be gains admission to tbe middle
chamber; there we reward bim with the
corn of the wine of refresh-
ment, and the oil of joy. We teach him
a strict observance of the Sabbath day,
and to hold in veneration the name of
Deity, never to mention it but with, that
reverential awe which is due from the
creature to his Creator; to square his ac-

tions by the square of virtue with all
mankind; to walk uprightly in his sev-

eral stations before God ttid man, always
that he is traveling to an

undiscovered country, from whose bourne
no traveler returns. We exhibit to him
Daniel's vision of the Lord standing npon
a wall made by a plumb line, with a
plumb line in bis band, announcing to his
people thai he would set a plumb line in
tbe midst of Israel; that he would not
again pass by them any more; that deso
lation would be visited upon the house of
Jeroboam. We show bim this vision as
a warning to those who forget God's holy
precepts.

As a Master Mason, we again raise the
veil, and permit him to view with admi
ration and delight the inner chamber, or
sanctum sanctorum, tbe resting place of
the Sbekiuab. We teach him tbat the
ground upon which he stands is holy. We
exhibit to bim the Acacia as an emblem
of the immortality of the soul, an emblem
of the Christian's hold upon tbe merits of
the Liou of tho tribe of Judah. We teach
him the necessity of cultivating all the
Ulinslian virtues. We impress upon mm
here, in a forcible manner, the great doc
trine of the resurrection of our bodies
from tbe grave; tbat the various casual-

ties and diseases which surrouud us will
ere long terminate our lives ; but we
should look forward with a Christian's
hope, with cotfidenco and composure to
a blessed ; that our bodies
shall be raised and become as incorrnpti
ble as our souls, tbat never die. We close
with him upon the solemn thought of
death, which, without revelation, is dark
and gloomy indeed. This is Masonry.
This we teach the candidate on his way
up this beautiful Masonic avenue to the
gates of the holy city.

At this point the Christian religion
comes in, opens to him tbe gates, and
a blaze oi glory Dursis npon nis vision,
such as Masonry could only prepare him
for. but never fully develop to htm.
Thus we prepare meu to receive the great
er light, as our patron saint, whom we
this day celebrate, prepared the Jena to
receive the Messiah.

As Royal Arch Masons, we are taught
the toil and privation or our ancicut
Brethren in captivity. How joyfully they
received the of Cyrus, King
of Persia, to come up to Jerusalem and
rebuild the Temple ; observe them on
their way from Babylon to the holy city,
traveling amidst broken colnmus and
ruined arches of ancient cities.

they find standing an ancient
altar, where perhaps their fathers had
knelt down and the God of
Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob; se'e them
kneeling around those altars and thank-
ing God they were once more without the
gates of that wicked and abominable city,
and for their deliverance from captivity.
See their torn garments and bruised feet,
Methinks I see them ascend an eminence
that overlooks the city of their God, and
hear them exclaim: "As I live, my eyes
once more behold the city of Jerusalem;
let us again kneel wbere our fathers have
knelt, and thank Uod for bis deliverance."
See them approach the Grand Council
there assembled and crave permission to
engage in tbe glorious work of rebuilding
the house and city of the Lord without
the hope of fee or reward.

In tbe 12th ana ldth centuries, you see
springing up in tbe orders of

for tbe purpose of rescuing
the ho!y,city from the hands of the In-

fidel. They put on their armor, and draw
their swords in defence of the Christian
religion. "In Hoe Signo , Viaces" is in-

scribed npon their bauners of the Cross.
Witness their devotion to the cause of
humanity and religion; witness in the
13ih century, the martyrdom of the last
Grand Master of Teanplar with thous-
ands of others; see them, in dungeons,
loaded with chains for months, brought
to the pyre by Pope Clement V, and
Phillip of France, by whose orders the
fires were kindled to cnnh out the Temp-
lars or cause thsrn to recant.

Here Jaques Da Mulai, when the torch
was applied to the faggots, and almost
stifled with smoke, exclaim aloud: 0 !

Clement V.thoo unjust Judge, I summons
tbe to appear, within forty days, before tbe

of God;" and King Philip
he aummoned to appear before the tribu
nal of tbe Most High within one year.
Both died precisely within the time.

Thus suffered thousands, who, rather
than saenhee truth to become Kings and
Princes, preferred exile or an honorable
death.

, Beligion, civilisation aad Masonry, go

hand ia hand; wherever the arts and es

are cultivated, there Masonry flour-
ishes. Anciently the secret art of archi-
tecture was confined to the
fraternity; the study of the liberal arts is
strongly recommended to the craft. They
bave in the erection of obe-
lisks, pyramids, monuments, towers, ca-
thedrals, churches and public buildings
works which have been the wonder and
admiration of every age Were it not
for trespassing npon your patience, I
would like to go into this interesting por-
tion of Masonic history, but having dwelt
so 'tfjig npon that branch of Masonry
WfaiA Wachea a to act npoa the square,
keep a tongue of good report, practice
charity and maintaiu secrecy; that part
that lays us under peculiar obligation to
pay that rational homage to the Deity
which constitutes ottrduty and happiness,

forbear to intrude further.
Let me ask this intelligent audience, if

it is not a grand spectacle to wituess the
progress of this ancient fraternity, stand-
ing and practicing our rites and ceremonies

upon soil which, but a few davs
ago, was devoted to the red man and theJ
wild beast of the forest, when so short a
time has elapsed since the first sound of
tools of husbandry has been heard upon
these boundless plains and turbid waters.
A large levy of workmen have been sent
out to the west gate of our mystic temple
to labor, to square and number the stones
in the quarries, to fit and prepare timbers
of tbo forest; and let me appeal to you,
my brethren, to know if you keep your
garments uuspotted, or if you are daubing
with morter.

Let ns carry our principles out in all is
our actions, in all our dealings with our
fellow-ma- particularly if lie be a broth-
er. It is not for us to inquire whether ho
hails from the land of the pilgrims or the
sunny South. This world of ours is linked
together by an indissoluble chain of sin-
cere affection in the Masonic fraternity.
Our institution is it knows
no man for bis country, sect or opinion.
Tbe whole earth our theatre; peace and
brotherly love is inscribed npon our ban
ners; a sincere wish ot being serviceable
to our onr motto. Ihen
let us pas on up the beautiful Masonic
avenue, on our way to meet in the Grand
Lodge above, where the Supreme Archi
tect of the universe presides.

lo the ladies allow me to say, in the
language of a brother, since
I am speaking in the name of a great fra-

ternity, far enough in years to bave stud-
ied aud I hope, the character
and just influence of your sex, with a
heart too full of regard to address you in
honied words of fulsome flattery, still let
me accord what injustice might withhold,
and pay that tribute of devotion which
gratitude suggests. For those sorrows in
which men are born; for those days of
patient watching, and those nights of pal
lor and of tears by the cradle where our
infancy was rocked; for the long suffering
of your love; for your sharper instincts;
for your quicker iusights; fur your nobler
heroism; for your gentler but wiser coun
sels; for your adherence;
for the thousand nameless ties which bind
us to you, God bless you as we do this
day. Sutler, us to retire for a season into
that seclusion where everv ceremony re
minds us of our duty. Think not that
you are forgotten. Man goes behind the
veil ; he ascends the mount, that he may
come to you again, like Moses, with all
bis features shining. Suffer him to retire,
then, and care not for it.

this is my response to the ladies, to
your wives, your daughters, your moth-
ers, your sisters. Make it good, or I bear
witness here in vain.

Ode Jjing Syne.

Empires nnd kings hare passed away
Into oblivion's mill-- ;

And towering di.inos bare felt decay.
Since auld lanx sy no.

But Masonry, tbe alorioas art.
With wisdom's ray divin;

'Twas ever so, ttie Hebrew cries,
In anld lang syne.

Behold the occidental ebair
Proclaims the day's decline

Hiram of Tyre was sealed there
In auld lang sync.

The Sooth proclaims refreshment nigh,
Hiah twelve's the time to dine;

And beauty docked tho Southern sky,
la aald lang syne

Ye, Masonry irhoe tomplo b'lro
W as built by hands divine,

Shall ever shine as bright and clear
As auld lang syue.

Then, brethren, for the worth; three
lst usa wreath entwine.

Tbe three ereat beads of Masonry
In auld lace syue.

Remember oft that worthy one
With gratitude divine.

The Tyrian youth, tbe widow's son.
Of auld laug sync.

Music by the Band.
Benediction.
The procession then and

proceeded, under the direction of the
Marshal of the day, Lyman Allen, Esq.,
to the Masonic HalL

At 8 P. M., the members of the Order,
nnd their invited guests and friends, par-

took of an excellent up in the
best style of the Eldridge House. The
number of guests so far exceeded the ex

pectations of tbe managers, tbat a very
large proportion were under the necessity

of waiting till the second table. On ac
count of the delay and inconvenience
arising from this fact, all responses to the
regular toasts were waived.

Dancing commenced at 10 o'clock, and

its votaries "tripped the light fantastic

toe" till nearly day dawn.

The weather was favorable, and the
festival .was highly in every
respect, to those who bad the pleasure of

in it.

OCT Judge Petit decided the other
day, that the Probate Court had no au-

thority to allow accounts against an
This decision of course

all business of tbat kind which has been
settled by that tribunal, and leaves it
right where we began. Although wa do
not pretend to dispute the soundness of
this position, still it seems to us tbat the
Probate Court should have authority to
allow accounts as well against as in favor
of an administrator. Ez. paper. - .,

: tT When Charles Lamb visited Litch-
field Cathedral, his guide told hint that
three men once dined npon the top of the
steeple. "They must have been very
sharp set," said Lamb.
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Portrait of aa
. Whenever, our anti-boo- k farmers can

show us better crops at a less expense,
better flocks, and better farms, and better
owners on them, than book farmers can,
we shall become converts to their doc-
trines. But, as yet, we cannot see how
intelligence in a farmer, should injure his
crops.. Xor what difference it make
whether a farmer gets his ideaa from a
sheet of paper, or from a neighbor's mouth,
or from his own experience, so that hr
only gets good, practical, sonnd ideas. A
farmer never objects to receive political
information from newspapers; he ia quite
willing to learn the state of markets from
newspapers, and as willing to gain relig-
ious notions from reading, and historical
knowledge, and nil sorts of information
except that which relates lo bis business.
He will go over and hear a neighbor tell
bow he prepares his wheat-land- how he
selects and puis in his ieed, how be deals
with his grounds in spring, in harvest and
after harvest time; but if that neighbor
should write it ail down carefully and put
it into paper, it's all poison ! its g

! .

Strango aueh a difference there should be
"1 wixt tweedledum and tweedledee.

If we raise a bed of lettuce surpassing
all that has been seen hereabouts, every
good farmer that loves a salad would
send for a little seed, and ask, as he took
it, "How do you contrive to raise such
monstrous heads ? You must have some
secret abnut it.". But if ray way were
written down nnd printed,-b- e would not
touch it. "Poll, it's bookWh !"

Now let us inquire in what States land
the best managed, yields the most with

tbe least cost, where are the best sheep,
tbe best cattle, the best hog, the best
wheat. It will be found to be in those
States having the most agricultural pa it
pers.

What is there in agriculture that re
quires a man to be ignorant if he will be
skillful ? Or, why may every other class
of men learu by reading, except the farm
er.' Mechanics bave their journals; com-

mercial men have thuir papers; religious
men, theirs; politicians, theirs; there are
magazines and journals for the arts, for
sciences, for education, and why not for
that gran I puriu it on tcluch all tliese stand t
We really could never understand why
farmers should not wish to have their vo-

cation i 'i j. with others; why they
should wet proud to have no paper, while
every other pursuit is fond of having one.

Those who are prejudiced against book-farmt-

are cither good farmers, misin-
formed of the design of agricultural pa-

pers, or poor farmers who only treat this
subject as they do all others, with blun-
dering ignorance. First, the good farm-
ers; there are in every county many in-

dustrious, g men, who know
that they cannot afford to' risk anything
upon wild experiments. They have a
growing family to support, taxes to pay,
lands, perhaps, on which purchase money
is due, or they are straining every nerve
to make their crops build a barn, that the
barn may hold their crops. They suppose
au agricultural paper to be stuffed full of
wild fancies, expensive experiments, big
stories made tip by men who know of no
farming except parlor-farmin- They
would, doubtless, be surprised to learn
that ninety-nin- e parts in a hundred of the
contents of agricultural papers are written
by Imrd irorhing practical farmers ! that
the editor business is not to foist absurd
stories upon credulous readers, but to sift
stories, to scrutinize accounts, to obtain
whatever has baen abundantly proved to
be fact, and to reject all that is suspected
to be mere fanciful theory. Such papers
are designed to prevent imposition ; to
kill off pretenders by exposing them; to
search out from practical men whatever
they have found out, and to publish it for
the benefit of their brethren all over the
Uuioc; to spread before tho laboring
classes such souud, wi ll approved scien-
tific knowledge as shall throw light upon
every operation of the farm, the orchard
and the garden.

The other class who rail at book-farmin- g,

ought to ba excused, for they do not
treat book-farmin- g any worse than they
do their own farming; indeed, not half so
bad. They rate the paper with their
tongue; but cruelly almso their ground,
for twelve months in the year, with both
haods. I will draw the portrait of a gen-

uine anti-boo- k farmer of this last sort.
He plows three inches deep, lest he

should tnrn np the poison that, in his es
timation, lies below; bis wheal land !s
plowed so as to keep as much water on it
as possible; he sows two bushels to the
acre and reaps ten, so that it takes a fifth
of his crop to seed- his ground; his corn- -

land bas never any help trom bim, but ,

bears just what it pleases, which is from
thirty to thirty-fiv- e bushels by measure-
ment, though he brags that it is fifty or
sixty, llis hogs, u not remarkable for
fattening qualities, would beat old tclipse
at a quarter-rac- e; and were the man not
prejudiced against deep plowing, bis hogs
would work his grounds patter with tbeir
prodigious snouts than be does with his
jack-knif- e plow. His meadow-land-s yield
bim from three-quarte- of a ton to a
whole ton of hay, which is regularly
spoiled in curing, regularly left out for a
month, and very irregulaily stacked up,
and left for the cattle to pull out at their
pleasure, and half-e- at and half-tramp- le

underfoot, llis horses would excite the
avarice cf ah anatomist in search of osteo-logic- at

specimens, and returning from
their range of pasture, they are walking
herbariums, bearing specimens in tbeir
mane and tail of every weed that bears a
bur or a cockle. But, O, the cows ! If
held np in a bright day to the snn, don't
yon think tbey would be

But be tells n that good milk-
ers are. always poor! His cow get what
Providence sends them, and very little
beside, exeept in winter, then they bave
a half peck of corn on ears a foot long
thrown to them, and tbey afford lively
spectacles of animated corn and

never mind, they yiold, on an aver-
age, three quarts of milk a day! and that
milk yields varieties of butter quite as-

tonishing. , ...
His farm never grows any better; in

many respects it gets annually worse. Af-
ter ten years' work on a good soil, while
bis neighbors have grown rich, be is just
where he started, only his house is dirtier,
his fences more tottering, his soil poorer,
his priie and his ignorance greater. And
when, at last, he sells out to a Pennsyl- -

vaniaa that reads tbe Farmer's Cabinet, or
to some 2ew Yorker with his Cultivator
packed op carefully as if it were gold, or
to a lsiik.ee witb his Aew Jbngland Warm
er, he goes off to Missouri, thanking heav
en that he' not a book-tann- I

Unquestionably, there are two sides to
this question, and both of them extceme,
and therefore both of them deficient in
science and in common sense. ' If men
were made according to our notions, there
would not be a silly one alive ; but it is
otherwise ordered, and there is no depart-
ment of hflman life in which we do not
find the weak and foolish man. This is
true of farming as much as of any other
calling. But no one dreams of setting
down the vocation of agriculture, because,
like every other, it has its proportion of
stupid men.

Why then should agricultural writers,
as a class, be summarily rejected because
some of tbetn are visionary? Are we not
allowed our share of fools as well a every
other department of life ? We Insist on
our rights. -

A b:iok or a paper never proposes to
take the place of a farmer's judgment. Not
to read at all is bad enough; but to read,
and swallow everything without reflec-
tion, or discrimination, this is even worse.
Such au one is not a boik-heade- d but a
block-heade- d farmer. Papers nro de-

signed to asii.it Those who read tbtm
must select, modify, and act according to
their own native judgment. S i used, pa-

pers answer a double purpose; they cue-ve- y

a great amount of valuable practical
information, and then stir up the reader
to habits cf thought ; they make him
more inquisitive, more observing, more
reasoning, and, therefore, more reason-
able.

Now, as to the contents of agricultural
paper, whose fault is it if they are not
practical? Who are the practical men ?
who are daily conversant with jttst the
things a cultivator most needs to know ?
who is stumbling upon difficulties, or dis-

covering some escape from them? who i.

that knows so much alsiut gardens,
orchards, farms, cattle, grains and grasses?
Why, the very men vh'i won't trrite a toord
for the paper that they read, and,then com-

plain that there is nothing practical in it.
Yes, there is. There is practical evidence
that men are more willing to be helped
than to help others; and also that men
sometimes blame others for things of
which they themselves are chiefly

Mr. Donglaa' Letter.
Washington, June 21.

The friends of Judge Duuglaa here, are
in possession of tho following letter, ex-

plaining
er.

his position on the subject of tbe
Presidency, and of which they have per-

mitted a copy to be taken fur publica-
tion:

Warhisgtos, June 22.
Mt Dear Sib : I have read your let of

ter inquiring whether my mends are at
liberty to present my name to the Charles-
ton Convention for the Presidential nom-

ination.
Before this question can be finally de-

termined
in

it will be necessary to under-
stand distinctly npon what issues the
canvass is to bo conducted. If, as I have
full faith they will, the Democratic party
shall determine, in tho Presidential elec-

tion of I860, to adhere to the principles
embodied in the compromise measures of
lnoO, and ratified by the people in the
Presidential election of 1852, and re-a- f

firmed in the Kansas-Xehr&sk- a Act of
1854, and incorporated into the Cincinnati
platform in 1856, as expounded by Mr.
Buchanan in his letter accepting the nom
ination, and approved by the-- people in
his election ; in that event my friends of
will be at liberty to present my name to
the convention if they see proper to do so.
If, on the contrary, it shall become the
policy of tbe Democratic party, which I
cannot anticipate, to repudiate their time-honor-

principles, on which we have
achieved so many patriotic triumphs, and
in lieu of them tbe Convention shall in-

terpolate into the creed of the party such
new isms as the revival of the African
slave trade, or a Congressional slave code'
for tbe Territories, and placing it beyond
tbe power of the people legally to control
it as other property, it is due to candor to
say, that in such an event, I could not
accept tbe nomination if it was tendered
to me. Trusting that this answer will be
deemed sufficiently explicit, I am very
respectfully, Your friend.

. . S. A. DOUGLAS.

Lightning Pheuimenoa laiersiung Tacts.

Mr. Merriam, the "aage of Brooklyn
Heights," in a recent letter, says :

"A few days since, a stranger accosted
me in the street and inquired if iron bed
steads were dangerous to sleep upon dur
ing thunderstorms. Isatdinreply that
I had never known a death by lightning
on a bed resting on an iron bedstead, but
we bave recorded death by lightning of
persons reposing on feather beds on wood-

en bedsteads.
"No case of death by lightning has

yet occurred to a telegraph operator, to
persons on board of steamboats or in rail-

road cars, or in iron vessels or iron
buildings, or in vessel furnished with
lishtninz rods. ' Two persons have
been killed by lightning while standing
on the outside platform of railroad cars.

"Many persons suffer greatly from fear
during thunder storms, and tbat fear bas.
in two cases, which have come to onr
knowledge, produced death. It will be
a com ton to sucn to snow tne saiuij
which railroad cars, steamboats, iron
buildings and iron vessels, and vessels

- . ... . . , rr I
and buildings .furnished wun rocs, anoro
during i;JJdown hy lightning be freely
drenched with cold water. We have the
record of a case of resuscitation after
hours of drenching; therefore, do not get
discouraged, but continue drenching until
animation is restored.

"Tbe season of the year for the fre-

quent occurrence of thunder storms is at
hand, aad tbis notice may be tbe means
of doing some good." '

. The TJIomatsaa M lawaperaaee.
No matured no woman is safe who has

occe formed the fatal habit of looking to
drink for solace, or cheerfulness, or com-

fort. While the world goes well they
will likely be temperance; but the habit is
built, tbe railroad to destruction is cut
ready for use, the rail are laid down, the
station-bons- ee erected, and the train is on
tbe line waiting only for the locomotive;
it comes to us, it grapples ns, and away
we go in a moment, down the line we
have been years constructing, like a flash
of lightning, to the dues. Charles Beadt

- .
- : : i

., (r.Voltaire defioed a physician a an
unfortunate gentleman who is expected
exerr day to perform a miracle to recon-
cile health with Intemperance.

Sana ea Cobs, Its Band Eetaerr.

As we leave Matanr.as, we rise on en
ascending grade, and the bay and city lie
open before us. The bay is deep on the
western shore, under-th- e ridge of tho
Cumbre, and there the vessels lie t
anchor; while the rest of tbe bay is shal-

low, and it water, in this state of the
sky and light, is of a pale green color.
The lighters, with sail and oar, are plying
between the quay and the vessels below.
All is pretty and" quiet and warm, but the
scene has cone of those regal points that
so impress themselves on the imagination
aud memory in the surroundings of Ha-

vana,
I am now to get my first view of the

interior of Cuba. I could not bave a more
favorable day. The air is clear, and not
excessively hot. The soft clouds float
midway in the serene sky, the sun shines
fair and bright, and the luxuriance of a
perpetual summer covers the face of na-

ture. These strange palm-tree- s every-
where! I cannot yet feel at borne among
them. Many of the other tree are like
onr own, and", though tropical in fact, look
to the eye as if they might grow as well
in Xcw England as here. But the royal
palm looks so intensely and exclusively
tropical ! It cannot grow beyond this
narrow lelt of tho earth's surface. Its
long, thin body, so straight and so smooth,
swathed from the foot in a tight band-

age of gray canvas, leaving only its deep-gree- n

neck, and over that its crest and
plumage of deep green leaves 1 It gives
no shade, and bears no fruit that is valued
hymen. And it has no beauty to atrlne
for those want. Yet it has more than
beauty a strange fascination over the
eye and tho fancy, that will never allow
it to be overlooked or forgotten. Tbe
palm-tre- e seems a kind of iisus natura
to tho northern eye an exotic wherever
you meet it. It s'eems to be conscious of
its want of usefulness for food or shade.
jret has a dignity of it own, a pride of
unmixed blood aud royal descent tne
hidalgo of the soil.

What aro those groves and clusters of
small growth, looking like Indian corn in
a state of transmigration iuto trees, tho
stalk turning iuto a trunk, a thin, soft
coating half changed to bark, and tho ears
of com turning into melons? Those are
the bananas and plaintoins, as their
bunches-o- f green and yellow" fruits plain-
ly enough indicate, when you come near-- .

But, that sad, weeping tree, its long
yellow.grecn loaves drooping to the
ground! What can that be? It has a
green fruit like a melon. There it is
again, in groves! I interrupt my neigh-

bor's tenth cigarrito, to ask him the name
the tree. It is the cocoa I And that

soft, green melon becomes the hard shell
we break with a hammer. Other trees
there are, in abundance, of various forms
and foliage, but they might have grown

New England or New York, so far as
the eye can teach us ; but the palm, the
cocoa!) tbe banana and plaiotain are the
characteristic trees you could not possibly
meet with in any other zone.

Thickets jungles I might call them
abound. It seems as if a bird could hard-

ly get through them ; yet they are rich
with wild-flowe- of all forms and colors

the white, the purple, the pink, and
the blue. The trees are full of birds of
all plumage. There is one like our brill-

iant oriole. I cannot bear their notes fVr

the clatter of tbe train. Sune fences,
neatly laid up, run across the lands not

our cold bluish-gra- y granite, the color,
as a friend once said, of a miser eye, but
of soft, warm brown and russet, and well
overgrown with creepers, and flinged lib,

flowers. Thoro are avenues, and here are
clumps of tbe prim orange tree, with its
dense and deep-gree- n polished foliage
gleaming with golden fruit. Now e
come to acres upon acres of the augat-can- e,

looking at a distance like field of
overgrown broom-cor- It grows to the
height of eight or ten foet, and very
thick. An nrmv could bo bidden in i'.
This soil must be deeply and intensely
fertile.

There, at the end of an avenue cf
palms, in a nest of shade trees, 1 a group
of white building, with a sea of cane-Gel- d

about it, with one hhjh furnace,
chimney, pouring out it volume of black
smoke. This is a sugar plantation my
first sihtof an ingenio; and the chimney
is for the ntf-a- works of tbe'iujiar-bous?- .

It is the height of the sugar-seaso- and
the UDtiring engine toil and stnnkee day
and night. loaded with cane,
are moving slowly to the' sugar-bous- e

from the fields; and about tbe house, and
in tbe fields, iu various attitude and mo-

tions of labor, . re the negroesmer,
women and children--som- e cutting th
cane, some loadiog.tbe cans, and some
tending tbe mill and the rurnaces- - is a
busy scene of distant industry, in the af-

ternoon sun of a lauguid Cuban day.- - .

Now these group of white one-stor-

buildings become more frequent, some-

times very nesr each other, all having fr.

same characterthe group of white build-

ings, the mill, with its tall furnace chimney,

and the look of a distillery, and all
differing from each other only in the
number and extent of the bnildinjn, or in
the ornament and comfort of shade-tree- s

and avenues about them S iroe are ap-

proached by broad alleys of the palm, or
mango, or orange, and have gardena
around them, and stand under clusters
and shade trees; while others glitter in
the hot sun, on tbe flat sea of cane-neio-

oasis of shade-Ue- e and
fruit-tre- es immediately about tbe booses.

I bow begin to feel that 1 am in unna;
in the tropical, rich, sugar-growin- g, alave-till- ed

Cubs. Heretofore, I have seen on-

ly the cities and tbeir environs, in which
there are more things that are common
to tbe rest of the world. ' Tbe couotiy
life tells the story of any people tbat hat
a country life. Tbe Xew Eogland farm-

house shows the heart of New England.
Tbe mansion-bous- e and cottage show the
heart of Old England. 'The plantation
life that T am seeing and about to see, tells
the story of Cubs, the Cuba that has been
and that is. . ; , ' i

T , ' i
. r Moving- - Oasaw at Divorce. .

' Mrs. Bosanna Underwood has just been
divorced from her husband in Boston.
One reason urged was neglect to provide
properly for hersupport. She also proved
that during tbe first year of their mar.
riage they had resided in nine different
houses, and during tbe second in elevens
Tbe Court is said to have been of tbe
opinion tbat the last consideration was
Clearly justifiable cause for

'
granting tha

hill..;" - ,-
-

fr We always did like thrhuch-goin- g

beHe.' .
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